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Distinctions that determine how many distinct vowel sounds a
speaker has (see How Many Vowels are there in American

English?):

t7, “Don” = “Dawn™, “father”
thymes with “bothetr™ These speakers have only 13 wowels, whereas
spealkers in other areas have at least 14, (This could be dezcribed as

“Lowest Cormmon Denormnator English™) (See The Cot-Caught Ierger.)

Double hatch: & — & «— & “cot” =",

=ingle hatch: Eastern Mew England: & — & “cot”™ = “caught”, “Don™ =
“Dawn”, “father”™ does not thyme with “bother”™. (Evervwhere else on this
map except Greater Mew ¥orke City “father” does rthyme with “bother”™
These speakers have 14 wowels, but not the same 14 as spealkers in the
non-hatched areas. (See The Father-Bother Distinction, )

Cot-caught ine: Separates “cot” = “caught” and “cot” # “caught” areas.

Greater MNew Yorke City: 8 7 6 £ 8 “cot” #£ “caught”, “Don”™ 3 “Dawn”
“father” does not thyme with “bother”™. Southern Britishers (and others
outside Morth America) do the same. However, this appears to be the only
area it Motrth America with this three-way distinction.

E

Shott & sphit: “had” does not thyme with “bad™. (Everywhere else on this
map “had” does rhyme with “bad” ) These speakers have 15 wowels, or, in
the case of Greater New York City, 16.
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Mumbered locations, by state or province:
Alabama: Indizna: Marth Caralina: | Wirginia:
Ll 1 . 1Fort Payne 1Mew Carlisle 1Eryson City 1 Hurley
Gerleral Amerlcan - 2 Henagar 2 Alexandria 2 waynesville 2 Maces Spring
: . 3 Zection 3 Winamac 3 Burnzville 3 McClure
_'_n':‘n_‘re as mﬂl no Obmous 4 Truzsville 4 wiarsaw 4 Morganton 4 Mickelsville
.t].. & Gadsden Kentucky: & Mlewland 5 wize
Souﬂlem, ne Er1l, gastern or E Red Bay 1 Calumbuz E Rebbinzvill: |6 Sherwood
tuat T Columbiana 2 MayFicld T Bakersville Forest
WESLETL fEa. es. & Albertyille 3 Murray & Mount Airy Flantation
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\\ 15 whest Bloctan [0 Ryszelville 14 Culowhe: % Trentan
16 Fairview 1 Belry [Caney Fork]| & Dickson
Arkansas: 12 Marion 15 Brevard | T Murfreesbore
iEastern 100 Yalls Bluff |13 Frosewood [ 1% Henderzanville) & shalbyville
. Ceorgia: 14 Emiths Grove | Ohio: A winchester
Canadian 13,.,,?0",;0,, 15 Lily 1 Dower 10 BA=Pinnuill:
|n|_||..;_'tit|_|t:| 2 Dallas 16 Horse Branch | 2 Steubenville 1 Cockevill:
5 Cartersville 17 Stearns 3 Chillicathe 12 Buffala
A Flintstane Taryland: 4 “washington 13 Lobelville
5 Cumming 1 Cumberland Court House | 14 Linden
g E Diawzanville TMizsizsippi: 5 Mlentor 15 Pyburn
A‘tl a ntlc T Cohutta 1 Burnaville B Painesville 16 Zavannah
STrion 2 Corinth T Ashtabula 17 Manterey
. A Purraywill: % Tuka & Greenfizld 15 Cumberland
FI' rovinces 10 wned e 3 Vellow Springs|  Gap
Minaiz: 1M = "' 10 Ironton 13 Bulls Gap
j Ann;. 2 Sax-.':-e 1 Damascus 20 Maynardyill:
tapletan 12 Marshallvill: | 21 Dunlap
2 Carbondale |3 Tryen ; 22 Madizonwill:
3 Brockpert 4 5k, Paul Pennzylyania: I
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5 wahoo 24 Futledge
& Piller ? Iftrol?e. . F- 1 R Foira
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Other distinctions:
Pin-pen merger:!
I “Pin” and “pen” are pronounced the same, as are all short &3
of i's before n or m. This i3 primarily a Southern feature, but © @]
I has spread far beyond the South
1 h.ﬂl:l‘i 1 Long o ﬁ'onting:g
central-back Indicates how the vowels of “boat”, “road”, “go”, etc. are
central-front pronounced, as far as fronting or backing in the mouth. This

« & s & ¢ o | gradation is mainly from north to south, SIS B ’
frunt "l:lutul "hDuSE". o
E-dropping; (Highfalutin term: “non-rhotic™ “manth, '
. . . . bt nat Mloud”, nosne %
Apprommate boundary of areas in which white people drop © Kamlaop
speakers do this are marked like this: 19: =" "= \ - e l

syllable-final r's. Cities or areas in which only much older

{This map generally does not mclude information about

African Amencan Vernacular English (A AVE), which tends to e
be mdependent of other dialects, except cccasionally m the 7 . N orth
Lowland South, its true native area.) Ce ntral — %
| | Canadian and Tidewater raising 4 e oo tral (main =ection] ‘ Kalizp
| | Areain which the vowels of “out” and “house” are raised (Le. o T ¢ .
before any voiceless consonant), but not the vowels of “loud” Foullmiin ¢ -
I I and “now”. (Only in Canada and the Tidewater South) 8 The West ’ 0 *. ~1
Bite-bout line:3 Subdialects: ¢
Area in which the vowels of “bite” and “high” are more e West [main sestion)
fronted than the wowels of “bout” and “how”, and the wowels Slluer City, hlew Mexico
of “toe” and “too”™ tend to be monophthongs rather than
diphthongs.

“On” ne:t North of this “on”™ rhymes with “Don”™, south of it
“on” thymes with “Dawn”™ (or, in parts of the Zouth from T3 to MC, not yet
delineated, with “bone™. In San Francisco and South Florida this north-south
pattern iz reversed. [In the blue-hatched areas “on” rhymes with both “Don” and
“Daven” (but on the edges of the South “on”™ may thyme with “bone™ instead), so
thiz line would have no meaning in these areas. Even zo, ih a few places a dotted
line 15 used to connect two sections of the “on” line across a blue-hatched area. ]
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which needs to be investigated.

“ [The smaller zymbolz are for smaller towens, though | have not yet adjusted these
for all states and provinces )
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